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Contract Value	 $28,500,000
Project Size	 178,000 square feet 
Type of Contract	 General Contractor
Owner/Location	 University of Michigan-Flint
	 303 E. Kearsley Street 	  

Flint, MI 48502
CONTACT	 Arden Irwin, 734.647.1316
Architect	 SSOE, Inc.
	 Larry Kohler, 248.643.6222
	 1050 Wilshire Drive, Ste. 260
	 Troy, MI 48084
Completed	 December 2002

Scope of Project
The William S. White Building is a spacious 4-story 
structure and the largest building on the University of 
Michigan-Flint campus. The University wanted a visible, 
accessible, user-friendly face to the community, and this 
building delivers! 

The challenge was to develop a space to serve the needs 
of ten diverse departments, ranging from early childhood 
development to healthcare/nursing to radio and television 
production studios. The building needed flexibility to 
accommodate future projections of class size, programs, 
teaching requirements and technology. In the auditorium 
are two larger classrooms, tiered u-shaped seating 
provides clear sight lines. Audiovisual systems were 
designed to accommodate a variety of teaching styles, 
including distance learning. 

Coordinating the massive mechanical and electrical 
systems was our largest challenge, and the solution was to 
segment the construction into three phases.

Phase I was the largest building section and it contains the majority of the classrooms and mechanical 
infrastructure. Phase II includes the major architectural features of the exterior. Phase III was the focal 
point of the exterior, the radial architectural concrete sunshade.

This new building is a physical representation of 
the University’s investment in an attractive, modern 
classroom building.

The challenge was to develop a space to serve the 
needs of 10 diverse departments, ranging from early-
childhood development to healthcare/nursing to radio 
and television production studios. The building needed 
flexibility to accommodate future projections of class 
size, programs, teaching requirements and technology. 

In the auditorium are two larger classrooms, tiered U-
shaped seating provides clear sightlines.  Audiovisual 
systems were designed to accommodate a variety of 
teaching styles, including distance learning.  Small 
class/seminar rooms and open seating encourage 
student-faculty interaction outside a formal classroom 
setting.

                                                                                  

The circular three-story atrium provides views 
of the campus and river while linking the 

programs within the building
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